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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
T Jsting of Claims; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for effecting payment for a purchaser of 
at least one item offered for an electronic auction sale by a seller via an electronic auction web 
site maintained by at least one computing device of an electro nic auction system, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a database of a plurality of electronic auction pay ment accounts 
corresponding to a plurality of users, including the purchaser , of said electronic auction web site 
and a payment segment of said electronic auction web site bv an electronic a uction payment 
system integrated with said electronic auction system, each of said plurality of electronic auction 
payment accounts configured for storing funds therein and each capab le of being used for user 
transaction s in the electronic auction system: 

performing at least one payment-related activity bv said electronic auction 
payment svstetn for effecting payment for said purchaser, said at least one payment-related 
activity selected from the group consisting of debiting an electronic auction payment account 
corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one ite m and maintained bv said electronic auction 
payment svstem. and withdrawing funds from at least one account storing funds therein and not 
corresponding to at least one of the plurality of user s, where the ol ectronio auction payment 
account configured for storing funds th e rein and oapablo of boing e e aflgurod for automatkal - ly 
having fund^tronaforrcd thereto from at least on e sourc e corr e sponding to tho purohaGoro^fe e ^at 
least on e item offered for tho o l octronic auction gal e; and 
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crediting at least one account corresponding to the seller to effect payment for the 
at least one item offered for the electronic auction sale via the electronic auction web site. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 s furth e r 
comprising the u lcp uf maintaining n p l urality of e l ectronic auction payment aooounto 
wmap ondinfi t0 potaatji.pl Mrr,rr nf ihn nlnntrnnic auction wob oite. wherein the plurality of 
electronic auction payment accounts includes the electronic auction payment account 
oorrooponding to the purchaser of the at least one item and an electronic auction payment account 
corresponding to the seller. 

3. (Original) The method according to Claim 2, wherein the at least one 
credited account corresponding to the $eller includes at least the electronic auction payment 
account corresponding to the seller. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 > further 
comprising the step of receiving authorization from the purchaser of the at least one item to debit 
th o - o l eotronio auotion paym e nt - aeeount oorrooponding - tQ - tho purohaoor of tho at4 e a & fcono itom 
perform the at least one payment-related activity and to credit the at least one account 
corresponding to the seller prior to the steps of debiting the purchaser's electronic auction 
payment account and crediting the at least one account corresponding to the seller. 
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5. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, wherein the steps of debiting 
and crediting are performed in real-time. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

determining if there are sufficient fluids in the electronic auction payment account 
corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item to effect payment; and 

Inning fnnrif> 4 o eff e ct paym e nt, performing the step of withdrawing funds from 
the at least one account storing funds therein and not correspondin g to at least one of the plurality 
of users, if there are not sufficient funds in the electronic auction payment account corresponding 
to the purchaser of the at least one item. 



7. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 6, further 
comprising the step of charging interest for loaning funds withdrawn from the ai least one 
accountstoring funds therein to effect payment. 



8. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim J , further 
comprising the steps of: 

determining if the purchaser of the at least one item has indicated a purchase of 
insurance and/or for a personal guarantee for the at least one item; and 

debiting the electronic auction payment account corresponding to the purchaser of 
the at least one item for an amount of funds to cover the purchase of insurance and/or for the 
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personal guarantee for the at least one item purchased, if the purchaser of the at least one item 
ha* indicated the purchase of insurance and/or for the personal guarantee for the at least one item. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 8, further 
comprising the step of retaining, by an operator of the at least one computing device, a portion of 
the amount of funds debited as a service fee for the purchase of insuran ce and/or for the personal 
guarantee for the at least one item. 

10. (Original) The method according to Claim 2, further comprising the step 
of initiating the investment of funds corresponding to at least one of the plurality of electronic 
auction payment accounts. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 10, further 
comprising the steps of: 

allocating a percentage of funds gained by investing the funds to the at least one 
of the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts; and 

retaining, by an operator of the at least one computing device, a percentage of 
funds gained by investing the funds. 

12. (Original) The method according to Claim 2, further comprising the step 
of issuing checks to at least one potential user having a corresponding electronic auction payment 
account. 
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13. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising the step of retaining, by an operator of the at least one computing device, a 
percentage of funds debited from the electronic auction payment account corresponding to the 
purchaser of the at least one item prior to crediting the at least one account corresponding to the 
seller. 

14. (Currently Amended) A system for effecting payment for a purchaser of at 
least one item offered for an electronic auction sale by a seller via an electronic auction web site 
maintained by at least one computing device of an electronic auction system, said system 
comprising: 

an electronic auction payment system integrated with said electronic auction 
system, said electronic auction payment system comprising a plurality of electronic auction 
pa yment, accounts and means for maintaining a navment segment of said electronic auction web 
site and said plurality of electronic auction payment accounts corresponding to pot e nt i a l a 
plurality ofusers 1 including the purchaser, of the electronic auction web site, where the plurality 
of electronic auction payment accounts are configured for storing funds therein and capable of 
bo i gg configur e d upon rec e iving respectiv e inputs from the potential us e ro for automatically 
having fun do t rnmfr rrr d thnrtfi fhm r^r"*"*'"" ™"™ « n nnrmapnnHinff tn tho potential ua e ro . and 
the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts include an electronic auction payment 
account corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item offered for the electronic auction 
sale and an electronic auction payment account corresponding to the seller; 

means for performing at least one pavment-related activity by said electronic 
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miction payment system for effecting paym ent for said purchaser, said at least one payment- 
related activity selected from the group consisting of d ebiting an electronic auction payment 
account corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item and maintained by sa id electronic 
auction payment system, and withdrawing funds from at le ast one account storing funds therein 
and not corresponding to at least one of the plu rality of users; 

moans for debiting th e e l e ctronic emotion paym e n fr aeoount corr e sponding to th e 
purchas e r - ^ the at least one item offered for th e o l o c tr onio auction sal e ; and 

means for crediting at least one account corresponding to the seller to effect 
payment for the at least one item. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 14, further r 

comprising: 

means for determining if there are sufficient funds in the electronic auction 
payment account corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item to effect payment; and 

means for loaning funda to effoot payment, performing the step of withdrawing 
funds from the at least one account storing funds therein and not correspondingto at least one of 
the plurality of users, if there are not sufficient funds in the electronic auction payment account 
corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 15, further 
comprising means for charging interest for teaeiftg funds withdrawn from the at least one account 
storing funds therein to effect payment. 

-8- 
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17. (Original) The system according to Claim 14, further comprising means 
for initiating the investment of funds corresponding to at least one of the plurality of electronic 
auction payment accounts. 

18. (Original) The system according to Claim 17, further comprising; 
means for allocating a percentage of funds gained by investing the funds to the at 

least one o f the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts; and 

means for retaining a percentage of funds gained by investing the funds. 

19. (Previously Presented) The system according to Claim 14, further 
comprising means for retaining a percentage of funds debited from the electronic auction 
payment account corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item prior to crediting the at 
least one account corresponding to the seller- 

20. (Previously Presented) The system, according to Claim 14, wherein the 
means for debiting and the means for crediting debit the electronic auction payment account 
corresponding to the purchaser of the at least one item and credit the at least one account 
corresponding to the seller, respectively, in real-time. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A payment system for effecting payment to a seller 
of at least one item offered for an electronic auction sale via an electronic auction web site and 
won by a winning bidder at the conclusion of the electronic auction sale, s_^d_el_e_ctronic auction 
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*H» h*in* mai r-t^d »v « electronic auction s ystem, said payment system comprising: 
a database contain^ a plurality of electronic auction payment accounts, where 
the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts are configured for storing funds therein, and 
where one of the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts corresponds to the winning 
bidder of the at least one item and one of the plurality of electronic auction payment accounts 

corresponds to the seller; and 

a computing device including application software for maintaining the plurality of 
electronic auction navment accounts and for automatically effecting payment to the seller by 
accessing the database and debiting the electronic auction payment account corresponding to the 
winning bidder of the at least one item and crediting at least one account corresponding to the 
seller without any intervention by the winning bidder following the conclusion of the electronic 
iirtir wi , whortrin said payment system maintains t h e database containing the nluTalitvof 
electronic auction payment accounts and a payme nt segment of the electronic auction web site. 

22. (Original) The payment system according to Claim 21, wherein the 
computing device debits the electronic auction payment account corresponding to the winning 
bidder of the at least one item and credits the at least one account corresponding to the seller in 
real-time. 

23. (Original) The payment system according to Claim 21, wherein the 
computing device further includes application software for automatically effecting payment to an 
operator of the electronic auction web site using at least funds debited from the electronic auction 
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payment account corresponding to the winning bidder of the at least one item. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for automatically effecting payment for a 
user of an electronic auction web site m ajm g in.H by im rifrtimric auction system, said method 

comprising the steps of: 

determining if there are sufficient funds in a payment account to effect payment, 
^ a ,. CQ u r * ^ ^nbrined bv an electronic auction p r ymmt s y^m integrated with 

^ .w^ auctior — t account corresponding to the user of the electronic 

auction web site *»* configured «*™n P fiinds therein to effect payment ; 

debiting the payment account corresponding to the user of the electronic auction 
web site and crediting at least one account to effect payment for the user of the electronic auction 
web site, if there are sufficient funds in the payment account corresponding to the user to effect 
payment; and 

loaning funds to effect payment, if there are not sufficient funds in the payment 
account corresponding to the user of the el ectronic auction web site. 

25 . (Original) The method according to Claim 24, wherein the step of 
debiting the payment account corresponding to the user of the electronic auction web site and 
crediting the at least one account to effect payment for the user of the electronic auction web site, 
if there are sufficient funds in the payment account corresponding to the user to effect payment, 
occurs in real-time. 
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26. (Original) The method according to Claim 24, further comprising the step 
of charging interest for loaning funds to effect payment. 

27. (Original) The method according to Claim 24, wherein the step of 
debiting comprises the step of retaining, by an operator associated with the electronic auction 
web site, a percentage of fluids debited from the payment account corresponding to the user of 
the electronic auction web site prior to crediting the at least one account. 

28. (Currently Amended) A payment system for effecting payment for at least 
one of a plurality of online auction registered users nf an online auction web site maintained by 
an online auction system , said payment system comprising: 

a database containing information corresponding to a plurality of accounts of the 
plurality of online auction registered users , said plurality of a ccounts being configured for storing 
funds therein; and 

a computing device including application software for maintain ing the plurality of 
accounts and for periodically effecting payment for the at least one of the plurality of online 
auction registered users by debiting an account of the plurality of accounts and crediting at least 
one account, wherein the debited account corresponds to the at least one online auction registered 
use r, wherein said payment system is integrated with said online auction sys tem and maintains a 
payment segment of said online auction web site . 
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29. (Previously Presented) The payment system according to Claim 28, 
wherein application software periodically effects payment for the at least one of the plurality of 
online auction registered users without any intervention by the at least one online auction 
registered user. 

30. (Currently Amended) A payment system for effecting payment to an 
operator of an online auction web site maintained bv an online auction system, said payment 
system comprising: 

a database containing information corresponding to a plurality of accounts of a 
plurality of online auction registered <ftirf plurality of accounts being configured for storing 
funds therein ; and 

a computing device including application software for maintaining said plurality 
of accounts and for automatically effecting payment for at least one of the plurality of online 
auction registered users by debiting an account of the plurality of accounts and crediting at least 
one account corresponding to the operator, wherein, the debited account corresponds to the at 
least one online auction registered user, wherein said payment system is integrated with said 
online auction system and maintains a_pavment segment of said o nline auction web site. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The payment system according to Claim 30, 
wherein application software automatically effects payment for the at least one of the plurality of 
online auction registered users without any intervention by the at least one online auction 
registered user. 
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